

	Aurora, Nebraska
        	January 13, 2026

	A meeting of the Mayor and Council of the City of Aurora, Nebraska, was convened in open and public session at 7:30 p.m. on January 13, 2026 at the City Hall.  Present were Councilors: Paul Lackore, Daniel Bartling, Mark Dunn, Dick Phillips and Esther Bergen.  Mayor Marlin Seeman conducted the meeting.  City Officials present were City Administrator Adam Darbro, City Attorney Ross Luzum, Chief of Police Paul Graham, Public Works Director Jeremy Cattau and Clerk/Treasurer Barbra Mikkelsen.

	Notice of said meeting was given by publication in the Aurora News Register on January 7, 2026.  Notice of meeting was simultaneously given to the Mayor and all members of the Council and a copy of their acknowledgment of receipt of notice and the agenda is attached to these minutes.  Availability of the agenda of this meeting was communicated in the advance notice and in the notice to the Mayor and Council.  All proceedings hereafter shown were taken while the convened meeting was open to the attendance of the public.
	
	Mayor Seeman stated “AS PERSCRIBED BY LAW A COPY OF THE NEBRASKA OPEN MEETINGS ACT IS POSTED BY THE DOUBLE DOORS IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS.” 

MINUTES:  

	Councilor Dunn moved to approve the minutes from the December 9, 2025 meeting.  Councilor Phillips seconded the motion. Voting Aye: Bartling, Dunn, Phillips, Bergen and Lackore.  Nay: None.  Absent and not voting: Roblee. The motion carried.
	
PETITIONS, COMPLAINTS, COMMUNICATIONS:
REPORTS BY OFFICERS, BOARD, COMMITTEES:

	Clerk/Treasurer Mikkelsen presented the Expenditures and Clerk/Treasurer reports for the month ending December 31, 2025.  Councilor Lackore moved to approve said reports.  Councilor Dunn seconded the motion.  Voting Aye: Bartling, Dunn, Phillips, Bergen and Lackore.  Nay: None.  Absent and not voting: Roblee.  The motion carried.

	Councilor Dunn reported the claims presented by the Clerk were in order and moved that said claims be allowed and checks drawn on the various funds for payment of same be approved.  Councilor Bergen seconded the motion.  Voting Aye: Dunn, Phillips, Bergen, Lackore and Bartling.  Nay: None.  Absent and not voting: Roblee.  The motion carried.  A listing of said claims is attached to these minutes.

	Mayor Seeman presented a plaque to Mark Shanefelt for 35 years of service on the Aurora Planning Commission.

	City Attorney Luzum explained Resolution 26-01 was to file a Notice of Special Assessment and Lien against the property located at 1118 13th Street, Aurora, Hamilton County, Nebraska for unpaid costs and expenses for work to demolish and remove the dangerous building in the amount of $323,805.00.  Councilor Phillips moved to approve Resolution 26-01.  Councilor Dunn seconded
The motion.  Voting Aye: Phillips, Bergen, Lackore, Bartling and Dunn.  Nay: None.  Absent and not voting: Roblee.  The motion carried and the following resolution was declared passed and adopted.




RESOLUTION 26-01

	WHEREAS, on July 8, 2025, the Mayor and City Council held a hearing and heard testimony and received evidence concerning whether or not the structure located at 1118 13th St., Aurora, Hamilton County, Nebraska, constituted a “Dangerous Building” as defined by Title XV Chapter 150 Section 150.060 of the Municipal Code of the City of Aurora, Nebraska; and

	WHEREAS, based on said testimony and evidence made a finding of fact that said building is a dangerous building and passed Resolution 25-07 declaring the structure located at 1118 13th St., Aurora, Hamilton County, Nebraska, to be a “Dangerous Building”; and

	WHEREAS, on July 8, 2025, the City Council passed Resolution 25-08 declaring an immediate danger and directing the immediate repair or demolition of the structure at 1118 13th St., Aurora, Hamilton County, Nebraska; and
	
	WHEREAS, Resolutions 25-07 and 25-08 directed the owner of the structure to immediately repair, rehabilitate, or demolish said structure; and

	WHEREAS, Resolutions 25-07 and 25-08 provided that in the event the owner failed to comply the City shall proceed with the aforementioned work and levy the cost as a special assessment against the lot or real estate upon which the structure is located, such special assessment being a lien on the real estate to be collected in the manner provided for special assessments or, in the alternative, the City shall proceed with the aforementioned work and collect the cost from the owner of the structure and enforce the collection by civil action in any court of competent jurisdiction; and

	WHEREAS, all Resolutions and Notices have been filed, served, and posted as required by law, the Owner having been provided legal notice and an opportunity to be heard at all hearings; and

	WHEREAS, the Owner failed to comply with the directives of Resolutions 25-07 and 25-08; and

	WHEREAS, on or about July 24, 2025, the City proceeded to abate and remove the Dangerous Building, incurring costs and expenses in the amount of $323,805.00; and

	WHEREAS, on October 30, 2025, the Owner was personally served with a demand to reimburse the City for the aforementioned costs and expenses, said reimbursement to occur on or before December 31, 2025; and

	WHEREAS, the Owner has failed to reimburse the City any amount.

[bookmark: _Hlk217468154]	NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL that the City shall file a Notice of Special Assessment and Lien against the property located at 1118 13th St., Aurora, Hamilton County, Nebraska, for unpaid costs and expenses for work to demolish and remove the Dangerous Building in the amount of $323,805.00.  
	
Passed and adopted this 13th day of January, 2026.

							_______________________
							Mayor
ATTEST:


________________________
City Clerk
	Christopher Hyde of the Aurora Fire Department spoke about the Aurora Professional Fire Fighters Local 4956 Agreement.  Councilor Dunn moved to approve the Aurora Professional Fire Fighters Local 4956 Agreement.  Councilor Bergen seconded the motion.  Voting Aye: Bergen, Lackore, Bartling, Dunn and Phillips.  Nay: None.  Absent and not voting: Roblee.  The motion carried.

	City Administrator Darbro reviewed the Hampton Water Purchase Agreement.  Councilor Phillips moved to approve the Hampton Water Purchase Agreement.  Councilor Lackore seconded the motion.  Voting Aye: Lackore, Bartling, Dunn, Phillips and Bergen.  Nay: None.  Absent and not voting: Roblee.  The motion carried.

	Councilor Lackore moved to approve the Mayor’s re-appointment of Michael Hawthorne to the Hamilton County Joint Airport Zoning Board.  Councilor Bergen seconded the motion.  Voting Aye: Bartling, Dunn, Phillips, Bergen and Lackore.  Nay: None.  Absent and not voting: Roblee.  The motion carried.

	Councilor Bergen moved to approve the Mayor’s re-appointments of Christa Hunnicutt and Keith Wasem to the Planning Commission.  Councilor Dunn seconded the motion.  Voting Aye: Bartling, Dunn, Phillips, Bergen and Lackore.  Nay: None.  Absent and not voting: Roblee.  The motion carried.

	Councilor Phillips moved to approve the sale of the 2015 Ford F450 ambulance to the Hampton Fire Department. The vehicle description is: 2015 Ford F450 Super Duty Chassis with V/N:1FDUF4HT7FEC47464 and mileage of 111,666 miles.  Councilor Dunn seconded the motion.  Voting Aye: Dunn, Phillips, Bergen Lackore and Bartling.  Nay: None.  Absent and not voting: Roblee.  The motion carried.

	Councilor Dunn moved to approve the renewal of State Department of Roads Maintenance Agreement No. 50 for $29,581.80.  Councilor Phillips seconded the motion.  Voting Aye: Phillips, Bergen, Lackore, Bartling and Dunn.  Nay: None.  Absent and not voting: Roblee.  The motion carried.
	
	Councilor Bergen moved to approve an Administrative Subdivision for the property located at: Lot4, and Lot 5, Block 3, Wildish Addition, City of Aurora, Hamilton County, Nebraska.  Councilor Lackore seconded the motion.  Voting Aye: Bergen, Lackore, Bartling, Dunn and Phillips.  Nay: None.  Absent and not voting: Roblee.  The motion carried.

MISCELLANEOUS: 
ADJOURNMENT:
	
	Having completed all items on the agenda, and there being no further business to conduct, Mayor Seeman declared the meeting adjourned at 7:56p.m.           


	                                                            ___________________________	                                     
              	                              Mayor
ATTEST: 


______________________________
City Clerk				             	
